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When Cruelty Is Treated As A Minor Crime
 

EVERY DAY, across our communities, animals suffer in 

silence. They are neglected, abandoned, beaten, 

exploited, or left to endure unimaginable pain. Yet when 

these cases finally reach the courts, the sentences handed 

down to perpetrators often feel heartbreakingly light — 

as though animal cruelty is somehow a minor offense. 

Animals are sentient. They feel pain, fear, and trauma, 

often lifelong. Yet consequences for abusers rarely reflect 

the gravity of their actions, more a slap on the wrist than 

justice. 

Animal cruelty is not rare. It happens behind closed 

doors, on isolated farms, in illegal breeding operations, 

and sometimes in plain sight. The victims cannot speak 

for themselves. They rely on us — as individuals, as 

communities, and as a justice system — to protect them. 
                                                                                 continued on page 3 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

Found chained, 

starved with no water 

& used for breeding. 

Her owner was given 

an R800 fine. 

 

The poor boy below 

was tied up by a 

neighbour & beaten 

with a spade. 4 month 

suspended sentence.   

 

Needing Homes 
ALL OUR ADOPTEES are members of the large household called KAPS and are family members.  We would be delighted to 

hear from our adopters how the adoptee is settling in and sharing their milestones.  Please keep in touch.  These are only a 

few of our dogs up for adoption. Please feel free to contact us for information on other available dogs. 

ALL OUR PETS ARE STERILIZED, DE-WORMED AND 

FULLY VACCINATED 

This gorgeous 5-year-old 

Pekinese female is very well-

behaved & waiting for her 

forever home.  

Roxy – Adorable small 

breed, 3-month-old 

female puppy. Waiting 

to be loved by her special 

human.  

Greta – She may be on the 

small side, but she is very 

playful & well-socialised, 

looking for a human to love. 

Dickens –  a lively wire haired 

terrier cross needs company to 

play with him.  He is just over  

1 years old. 



KAPS' Backbone: Our Volunteers & Sponsors 
 

KAPS RUNS SOLELY on a 

volunteer basis and relies mainly 

on the general public, special 

sponsors and fund- raising for 

keeping all our engines running.  

Inspectors at KAPS are empowered 

with magisterial authority, 

enabling them to issue formal 

warnings and open criminal cases 

in instances of animal cruelty and 

neglect. They work tirelessly to 

protect vulnerable animals, 

responding to complaints, 

investigating abuse, and ensuring 

offenders are held accountable 

under the law. 
 

In addition, KAPS inspectors 

actively improve animal welfare in 

communities by regularly 

identifying and safely loosening 

tightly chained dogs, educating 

owners on proper care, and 

promoting more humane living 

conditions for all animals. Here are 

a few pictures of KAPS inspectors 

and volunteers hard at work - 

removing incorrect collars, chains 

and feeding dogs in the more 

indigent areas. 

Drought, coupled with rising cost 

of living means dog food has 

become very expensive and a 

luxury item for many households. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Inspector Bobby checking a collar  

Dogs on too tight leashes & short chains – removed & fed with donated dog food.   

Doria Cucciolillo and her husband Wessel 

worked very hard raising funds for KAPS as 

well as collecting donations of cat and dog 

food.  Above Rocky keeping an eye on all 

the donations. 

In addition, Doria donated hundreds of bandanas with a barcode attached, 

detailing all KAPS info. Recipients were encouraged to donate directly  to 

KAPS via this barcode. 



 
 

 

 

  
 

 

 

continued from front page  

Research has repeatedly shown that cruelty toward animals is 

linked to broader patterns of violence. When animal abuse is 

dismissed as insignificant, we risk ignoring warning signs that 

extend far beyond a single victim. Yet, too often, those found 

guilty receive : 

* Minimal fines 

* Suspended sentences 

* Short bans on animal ownership 

* No custodial sentence at all 

 

For crimes that involve prolonged suffering, starvation, 

violent assault or neglect, these outcomes send a troubling 

message.   

The result is a cycle of impunity: low penalties discourage 

reporting and reduce deterrence, while overstretched rescues 

struggle to gather the evidence needed to secure convictions. 

We urgently need stronger enforcement, stiffer sentences for 

offenders, and better local veterinary and forensic support so 

that investigations can be completed closer to the scene KAPS 

bears significant financial and logistical burdens when 

pursuing justice. Many of our cases require transporting 

animals hundreds of kilometres to obtain post-mortems and 

specialist veterinary reports necessary for court. These 

essential procedures are costly and time-consuming, diverting 

resources from rescue, rehabilitation and prevention work. 

How you can help :  

- Report suspected cruelty promptly with as much detail 

and photos as possible. 

- Support KAPS financially or by volunteering to help 

cover transport and vet costs. 

-  Advocate for legislative change and better resourcing 

for local animal forensic services 

Together we can ensure animals receive the protection 

and justice they deserve. 

Owners whose dogs & cats are driven hundreds of miles from 

remote farms to be sterilised 

Our Passi0n: Sterilizations 
At KAPS, sterilization is at the heart of 

everything we do. Spaying and neutering 

prevents unnecessary suffering by reducing 

unwanted litters, lowering disease spread, 

and cutting the long-term burden on shelters 

and communities. It’s the most effective, 

humane tool we have to control population 

and improve animal welfare. 

We extend our deepest gratitude to our 

longtime friends Marchig Animal Welfare 

Trust in Scotland. Their continued donations 

toward our sterilising and medical bills have 

been vital — funding large-scale clinics, 

covering surgical supplies and postoperative 

care, and enabling us to reach remote 

communities that otherwise have no access 

to veterinary services. 

We would like to extend our sincere thanks to Panorama Specialist 

Centre for their outstanding service and compassionate care, as 

well as for providing generous welfare pricing in support of KAPS 

animals. Your dedication makes a meaningful difference to the 

lives of the animals we serve. We are also truly grateful to St 

Francis Vet Practice for their invaluable assistance and continued 

support. Your commitment and professionalism are deeply 

appreciated 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All Donations are welcome 

Bank account no. 4056048870 | ABSA Swellendam (334-813) 

JUST A FEW OF OUR HAPPY KAPS rescues, who 

have all found warm, loving homes. THANK YOU! 

Horse Tales 
A HORSE WITH A NAME : Angel was rescued from 

Ladismith in a heartbreaking skeletal state, found 

behind a shack in the township after a farmer sold her 

for a mere R100 just to be rid of her. She came to KAPS 

where her gentle, forgiving nature earned her the 

name Angel.  

Lisa Mansfield adopted her, and together they rebuilt 

a happy life — a story Lisa later celebrated in a 

published book about their bond and recovery. 


