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KAPS IS RUN SOLELY on much appreciated 
donations which become more and more precious as 
the inflation rate increases, non stop.  We serve the 
poorer communities in rural areas where not only is 
transport a luxury, but roads are almost non-existent. 
With this in mind, we  send our heartfelt thanks to, 
among others :

Gloria Pilto and John Cotton who have an ongoing 
kennel appeal which is extremely well supported.  
Thanks also to all who donate and support this.  

Also, Gloria was most instrumental in the opening 
of KAPS shop in Barrydale which is efficiently run 
by Sue Stewart. A treasure trove of collectables and a 
journey back to yesteryear, we are confident that you 
will find the perfect something for someone special, if 
not yourself.  All items have been lovingly donated by 
KAPS supporters and all proceeds go directly to KAPS.  
The venue, on the Blue Cow property was kindly 
donated by Hannette Cook and is proudly displayed 
on the Barrydale website courtesy of Ruth Goodman.  
Thank you, ladies.

Leonie Nienaber, a volunteer field worker who has been 
with KAPS for many years.  Taxiing to and fro from 
vets, then checking up on the patients and ensuring 
that meds are being administered and are available.  

Dr Siegfried Duncan of Hillside Vet for on going and 
valued support.

Heidi Horn of Vanwyksdorp who hosts specially 
themed fund raising events and to Shelley Lochner  for 
putting together a well sponsored raffle

Tina Crouws is always at hand for emergencies and 
was first on the scene to assist KAPS inspectors    chase 
down a tortoise that was being dragged around on a 
lead by a drug crazed youth – the case continues.

In addition to thanking 
Jeanette Bradley whose 
house opens up as a pit stop 
for animals in transit as well 
as KAPS field workers, for 
endless taxiing of animals 
and all round help, we wish 
her every success as she 
embarks on a dog grooming 
course.

Harry – 2 month old feisty 
pup!  Ready to accept your 
love and take you on his 
adventure through life and 
guarantees to turn your 
house into a home.

Maddy – 10 month border 
collie.  Full of energy and 
eager to have a family to 
call her own.  The perfect 
addition to your family.

Hazel – 18 months old.  
Extremely patient and 
loving.  Babysits and 
mothers Harry.  Would be 
great if these two could find 
happiness in a home they 
could both go to, but not a 
requirement.

Sylvie – 18 moths old.  
Arrived with a broken 
leg which is now healed.  
Humble and full of love.  
Can you give Sylvie the 
second chance she so 
dreams of?

Donkey sanctuary

KAPS IS SITUATED on 1 000 hectares of land on 
Klipfontein Farm in Barrydale. 200 of which have been 
converted into a donkey sanctuary.  This is now home 
to 11 rescued donkeys.  Upon their arrival, they were in 
various states of neglect, had been badly abused and in 
need of medical care and a lot of love.  Here they roam 
free, have stables for shelter, abundant food and treats 
and fresh water is always available.  

A special thank you goes to Monica van Zyl who is one 
of our Donkey Sanctuary donors, and has been for a 
long time.  Thanks also go to all who donate lucerne 
and straw as with the ongoing drought, these items 
have become very expensive  –  the donkeys appreciate 
this very much.

Adoptions

Thanks go to Alta 
Swanepoel who adopted 
this beautiful cat who 
had been abandoned 
and despite well on 
the road to becoming 
feral, was on a farmers’ 
“extermination list”.

HEARTFELT THANKS GO to Rick Browne and the 
OFC club as well as to too many others to mention 
(limited space) who remembered the animals over the 
festive season.  KAPS received many extra donations 
and enjoyed hearing of all the novel ideas that helped 
generate the extra money that is so appreciated.  
Thank you.

Thanks and welcome to Colin Carter in KZN who kindly 
came to the rescue to layout this newsletter for us!  Your 
experience and expertise is greatly appreciated.

APPRECIATION AND THANKS



THERE ARE QUITE a few sterilising teams that 
volunteer their time, expertise and services to KAPS 
at special welfare rates and their clinics are all in 
the poorer areas which include  Aberdeen, , Zoar, 
Ladismith, Barrydale, Suurbraak, Calitzdorp and 
Oudtshoorn. KAPS average three spay days per month, 
throughout the area.

Today, Dr Garth Ryder and Sampie with the rest of 
the team converged to perform the days’ sterilisations.  
The KAPS field teams, consisting of Elize, Jannie and 
Francois collected dogs and cats from the surrounding 
areas and soon, all the holding cages were filling  
up rapidly.

Thanks go to ever efficient veterinary nurse, Hilda Mills  
is in charge of the prep work.  This includes sedating 
the patients, and, once their name is called, giving 
them a check over to ensure they are fit enough for 
anaesthetic and then administering it intravenously.  
Once under, the animals get their bladders emptied, 
tummies shaved and disinfected before being relayed 
to the operating table.

Operation complete, the 
patient is then carried to 
the post-op recovery area 
and covered lovingly with 
a warm blanket.  These 
patients are under the 
caring watch of Laurel 
Bloch.  While constantly 
checking the body 
temperature, Laurel also 
keeps an eye open for 
vomiting, fits, bleeding 
and general wandering 
around in a haze with  
jelly legs.  

Did you know that the internal sutures that are used, 
do not dissolve and that they are tied in such a way that 

an experienced hand can 
feel them thus ensuring the 
procedure is not repeated.

As the day wound down, 
the KAPS team came to 
collect their wards to take 
back to their respective 
homes, some with 
medication, others with 
food, all are Frontlined 
and de-wormed. We thank 
all these experienced 
volunteers that dedicated 
their time for the animals 
at minimal welfare rates. 
We applaud you.

A typical Spay Day

A KAPS VEHICLE, loaded with large bath, accessories and 
volunteers head to Smitsville, a location in the Barrydale 
precinct. Curious eyes led to the recognition of the KAPS 
logo on the vehicle and, coupled with the presence of 
the bath, dogs were lead by their owners and carers for  
their dip.  

Thanks go to Hannah Swan, who was most hands on 
hoisting nervous, wriggling dogs, large and small into the 
bath.  Whilst wrestling with the dogs, who in this instance 
became all legs, many a shower ensued and Hannah was 
left soaking on more than one occasion.  

There were a couple of elderly people who approached us 
as they were too frail to bring their dogs to the dipping 
station and had no-one to help them 
bring the dogs out.  They were given a 
two litre bottle of the diluted formula, 
with instructions to use at home when 
they had assistance.

Despite the fact that an average of ten 
dogs get dipped in the same water, 
Dazzel ensures that there is no chance 

ONE OF THE MOST fundamental aspects of KAPS 
is the transport.  We work in poorer, rural areas of the 
Klein Karoo which are very far, not only from each other, 
but from towns as well, let alone cities.  It is imperative 
that our vehicles are constantly maintained and reliable 
ensuring that our field staff are not left stranded, with 
animals under extreme weather conditions where there 
is no signal! Waiting for help in a breakdown here could 
result in days, not hours, before help arrives.

KAPS replaced one 
of it’s oldest vehicles. 
KAPS clock up in 
excess of 50 000 
kilometres  in just 
under a year.  We 
now have another 
Toyota Avanza 1300 
on our team.  We are 
particularly partial to 
this vehicle as apart 
from being reliable, it 
also converts into a station wagon giving us much needed 
space to transport cages, kennels and other equipment, 
with ease.

Its Dip Day

A new  
team member

of diseases being transmitted, not the smallest mite or the 
toughest tick! As one zealous resident learnt, this dip is for 
dogs only – not cats.  Although in most cases, cat products 
may be used on dogs, dog products may not be used on 
cats.  If ever you are in a situation where you have to use a 
product on an animal which it was not manufactured for, 
kindly double check the small print on the package.  In 
this case, the cats that were brought to us, were thoroughly 
doused in tick and flea powder, much to their disgust.

Ticks and fleas not only cause the animal a lot of discomfort, 
but left untreated, can also cause an infestation of worms, 
biliary, ehrlichia and a host of other illnesses that could 
shorted the life of the animal and even trasmit them to 
humans.

Dip Days also give KAPS workers an opportunity to check 
on the general condition of township dogs and ensuring 

that dogs’ collars are on correctly, we 
detect tell-tale signs of dogs being kept 
on chains and issued warnings.  Nails 
were checked and appointments were 
made for clippings.  De-wormers were 
also distributed where needed.

KAPS dip between 300 – 350 dogs  
per month.

FOLLOWING UP ON a report of an abandoned dog, 
KAPS inspectors travelled the rural area of Laingsburg 
and collected an old, badly scarred, dehydrated and 
extremely thin dog covered in a variety of ticks. He was 
immediately rushed to our vet in Swellendam where he 
was hospitalized for two days.  He had to have his teeth 
removed as they had broken and their remnants, rotten.  
He is estimated to be around 11 years old and has been 
given the opportunity to spend his “retirement” at 
KAPS head office on Klipfontein farm.  He has his own 
soft, warm bed.  His meals are specially and lovingly 
prepared – soft, nutritious food that had to initially be 
introduced by hand.  This actually helped him regain 
confidence as well.  Welcome home, Spike!

Before and after -  
a Spikey Story


