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 EVEN MORE STERILISATIONS THIS YEAR

A mass clinic held with Dr Garth Ryder of De Rust

With the help of dedicated vets who help us in our deprived
rural areas, KAPS has carried out a record number of 1,116
sterilisations  over  the  past  12  months.  This  achievement
represents an amalgamation of time, effort, dedication and
continual tireless scrutiny that leaves no stone unturned in
keeping  track  of  the  pet  population  in  all  the  many  and
diverse communities that we embrace.

Vet Nurse Hilda Mills (R) with Elisme de Klerk of KAPS

Our core areas in the Klein Karoo have remained constant
during the nearly 20 years since KAPS was formed – these
are the deprived communities around Barrydale, Ladismith
and  Calitzdorp  –  but  our  outreach  has  fluctuated
tremendously depending on money, manpower, availability
of vets,  and  whether  local  municipalities,  animal
organisations and volunteers  were prepared to get involved.

The local group in Aberdeen has worked with us since 2005,
but outreach in Baviaans, Oudtshoorn other distant areas can
be very sporadic, and some of the welfare vets who come to
do mass sterilisations need to be booked a year in advance.
So  it’s  always  a  case  of  juggling  the  medical  teams,  the
locations to be covered, and the numbers of dogs and cats
we estimate will need to be brought in.

Preparations for the the clinics themselves are done with
military precision, with animals logged in advance, arrange-
ments  made  to  fetch  and  deliver  them,  and  a  continuous
stream kept up so that  none of  the vets’  precious time is
wasted.  Recently  in  Ladismith  and  Zoar,  where
Amalienstein Farm is so supportive, we were able to sterilise
a total of 82 dogs and cats in two days!

Dr Hilldidge Beer (L) operating with nurse Hilda Mills

To help  with  these  costs  we  are  eternally  grateful  to  our
sponsors who earmark their funds for sterilising, principally
PetSteri and Marchig Animal Welfare Trust. We also thank
the National Sterilisation Project who supported us for many
years,  and PUPP who sadly had to close down. Since the
Lotto withdrew funding for animals we have had generous
donations from several  kind members specifically  for  this
purpose,  including  Diana  Reekie,  Isabelle  Ansorge  and
Mandy van Deventer, and of course we must never forget
those stalwarts the Dangwen Trust and Harry Moore who
keep us going through thick and thin. 

Finally we thank the many vets who do sterilisations for
us at special welfare rates, whether in mass clinics or at their
local surgeries. They include Dr Beer (Ebervet), Dr du Plooy
(Kango Dierekliniek), Dr Hazell, Dr Malan, Dr Fourie and
Dr  van  Niewenhuizen  (Swellendam),  Dr  Mackie
(Camdeboo), Dr Ryder (De Rust), Dr de Villiers (George),
and mobile clinic Vets On Location (Vetsol).

http://www.kaps.org.za/


LITTLE SURVIVOR

Little Miss Piggy was yet another victim of the unsupervised 
conditions of pig-farmers throughout our areas. Start-up 
facilities like enclosures are provided, and emerging farmers 
are expected to continue giving food, water and suitable care to
the poor animals that are unfortunate enough to end their days 
suffering at their hands. 

KAPS regularly has to patrol the pig enclosures, where 
animals are routinely found unattended in extreme weather to 
endure neglect and die slow deaths from drought, starvation or
cold. This little pig was found frozen and starving in icy 
weather with snow on the surrounding mountains – the only 
survivor of a litter of six, the others lying dead around her.

We took her in, gave her shelter and dog-food, but KAPS 
doesn’t have the right conditions for looking after a piglet 
needing food all day, so we appealed for help. We are 
tremendously grateful to Lisa and David Hooley who stepped 
in with special pig food and straw, and within a week they’d 
found a lovely pig sanctuary in Napier who sent us this picture 
of Miss Piggy looking happy in her safe new home. 

A happy ending for two genet babies whose mom was run
over ... so tiny they are dwarfed by a human hand. They
were  taken  to  Nature  Conservation  and  are  now  being
hand-reared.

CREATURES GREAT AND SMALL

KAPS  has  been  involved  in  many  rescues  this  year,
including the above geese found abandoned. Another case,
of 50 rabbits kept in unacceptable conditions, took weeks of
investigation  including  fruitless  meetings  with  Kannaland
Municipality.  Eventually  we  obtained  a  Court  Order  and
were able to make confiscations (many thanks to Marinda
for fostering the rabbits we rescued).
    In another incident in Barrydale chickens had been kept
locked in a cage without food and water. A sick cow had to
be  shot  in  Suurbraak.  And  a  donkey  was  confiscated  in
Calitzdorp – but luckily we found a new home for him in the
same area. 

We hate to use the phrase ‘as usual’, but there is no other
way to put it when we keep coming across cases of dogs that
are  sick,  starved,  kept  on  short  chains,  and  left  for  days
without water. Pictures like these say it all.  

We try to bring these cases to court, but the law is weak on
animal  cruelty  and  police  cases  are  made  to  ‘disappear’.
Sadly, the need for our work is never-ending.


